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AFPE Fellow Victoria Hale, Ph.D. Receives 

2006 MacArthur Foundation “Genius Grant”

September 19, 2006 – Dr. Victoria G. Hale is one of 25 Americans selected this week to receive a $500,000 MacArthur Fellowship. The MacArthur Foundation Fellows Program recognizes persons with the exceptional creativity, originality, and potential to be significant contributors in their fields.

Dr. Hale is the founder and CEO of the Institute for OneWorldHealth, a non-profit pharmaceutical company that develops affordable drugs for neglected diseases that impact the world’s poorest populations. She combined pharmaceutical science knowledge, entrepreneurship, and social vision to create a model for pharmaceutical drug development driven by the needs of the developing world. Since 2000, her institute has launched five drug and vaccine development programs to treat four neglected diseases on three continents.

The Institute for OneWorldHealth just received clearance to sell the low cost antibiotic paromomycin in India to cure visceral leishmaniasis, a deadly parasitic disease (also known as Black Fever) that afflicts 1.5 million people in India, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Sudan. Dr. Hale observed this deadly disease in northeast India during a worldwide search for neglected diseases and she knew the injectable antibiotic paromomycin, though neglected for decades, had demonstrated effectiveness against the disease.

Her company entered into a partnership with an Indian drug manufacturer to reformulate the drug and conducted clinical trials to establish that the reformulated antibiotic was effective. The reformulated version of paromomycin will be distributed in the impoverished Indian state of Bihar in late 2006. The treatment is one shot a day for three weeks at a total cost of $10.

Dr. Hale was awarded the AFPE Pre-Doctoral Fellowship in the Pharmaceutical Sciences in 1998 and 1999 during her Ph.D. degree program in pharmaceutical chemistry at the University of California-San Francisco. Her mentor was Leslie Z. Benet, Ph.D, Professor of Biopharmaceutical Sciences at UC-SF School of Pharmacy. She received her BS in pharmacy from the University of Maryland. Prior to founding the Institute for OneWorldHealth, she co-founded Axiom Biomedical, Inc., was a scientist at Genentech, Inc., and a senior reviewer at the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation. Since 2002, she has been an adjunct associate professor of biopharmaceutical sciences at the University of California-San Francisco.
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